
NEW YORk - The World Coun-
cil of Epirotes Abroad (WCEA)
has issued a press release this
week urging the United States
and the European Union to
“take measures to insure that a
census scheduled for next
month in Albania, which will
count ethnic and religious mi-
norities for the first time in
decades, is conducted without
hindrance, manipulation, ha-
rassment or intimidation.”

WCEA reports that the intim-
idation has already begun, cit-
ing legislation recently passed
this year by the Albanian par-

liament stipulating that a fine
of $1,000, which amounts to
several months wages in Alba-
nia, will be imposed on people
who declare an ethnic identity
in the census that differs from
what appears in existing family
records.  The organizations de-
clared that the  “law violates
both the Albanian Constitution
and international law, which
states that individuals have a
right to declare any ethnic iden-
tity to which they feel they be-
long, and it is unlikely to be en-
forced for those reasons.”

It is believed that despite its
unenforceability, the law was
passed to intimidate minority
members whose experiences
during the country’s long Stal-
inist still make them afraid to
declare an ethnic affiliation that
the establishment seeks to sup-
press. Those who passed the law
are relying on their belief that
many Albanians are unaware of
their constitutional rights and
will continue to suppress their
ethnic identity to avoid fines.

The WCEA hopes the effects
of the law’s passage can be
counteracted by calling on
Washington and Brussels to or-
der their representatives in Al-
bania to issue statements that
the country’s citizens may de-
clare their ethnic and religious
affiliations without fear of
reprisals.

“Albanian authorities and
many legislators have consis-
tently tried to downplay the
number of ethnic Greeks and
other minorities in the country
so they can deny them their ba-
sic human rights,” declared
WCEA President Chris Dimou.
“The new law aims at perpetu-

ating that policy and Albanians
must know that they need not
fear it so they can declare their
ethnic identities freely in the
new census. Only the U.S. and
he E.U. have the prestige in Al-
bania to convince its citizens
that they can declare their eth-
nic and religious identities with-

out any fear of any reprisals af-
terward. And we urge them to
give them those assurances as
soon as possible.”

The WCEA also calls on all
international organizations that
will oversee the census help in-
sure that Albanians have ample
and unhindered opportunity to

fill out and submit their census
documents and  that their dec-
larations are fully and accu-
rately counted. “It is clear from
the law recently passed to in-
timidate Albanians that power-
ful reactionary forces in the
country are bent on subverting
an honest count of the nation’s

ethnic and religious minorities,
and plan to use every means
available to them to avoid it,”
said honorary president
Nicholas Gage. “They must not
be allowed to succeed because
the Albanian people have been
waiting for 80 years for this
chance.”
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Katerina Valiotis Weds
katerina Valiotis and John
Bardis performed the Dance
of Isaiah at their wedding in
the Church of Agia Marina in
Lagonisi, near Athens,
Greece. Friends and family
danced at the reception at the
Grand Resort Lagonisi. In far
left photo (L-R) are koumbaro
Nick Andriotis, parents of the
bride Stamatiki and Greek
American entrepreneur
Efstathios Valiotis,
Metropolitan Efstathios 
of Sparta, katerina and John,
and the parents of the groom
Nicholas and Panagiota
Bardis. Left, a beautiful day 
is the background for a
joyous wedding for 
katerina and John.

Honorary WCEA President,
author Nicholas Gage

By Theodore kalmoukos
TNH Staff Writer

BOSTON - Hellenic College and
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox
School of Theology began the
new academic year with re-
newed hopes and aspirations for
new achievements in the acade-
mic and spiritual fields.

This year Holy Cross cele-
brates the 75th anniversary of
its establishment by then-Arch-
bishop of America Athenagoras,
who later became Ecumenical
Patriarch. The school of Theol-
ogy came first, being housed in
Pomfret Connecticut before
moving to its current prominent
location in Brookline, Massachu-
setts.

Archbishop Demetrios of
America officiated at the Great
Vespers on the name day of the
School which is dedicated to the
Holy Cross of Christ. He wished
all students and faculty “a
blessed and productive acade-
mic year,” and spoke extensively
about the meaning and the sym-
bolism of the Cross, making de-
tailed references to the Septem-
ber 11 tragedy ten years ago
“which changed America and
the world.”

The Archbishop described
the situation when he first ar-
rived at Ground Zero in the days
after the terrorist attacks and he
told the students and the con-
gregation the about transforma-
tion that has taken place since
then.

He also spoke emotionally
about the catastrophe of the St.
Nicholas church and explained
in detail that it is going to be
rebuilt to stand as place of wor-
ship.

Continuing venerable tradi-
tions, the Archbishop bestowed
the raso (cassock) upon the
members of the senior class of
the Theological School and pre-
sented the cross to the freshmen
classes of Hellenic College and
Holy Cross.

Speaking to The National
Herald Rev. Nicholas Triantafil-
lou, the President of  Hellenic
College – Holy Cross, expressed
enthusiasm about “the increased
number of students in both
Schools 38 for Hellenic College
and 38 to 40 for the School of
Theology.” Fr. Triantafillou also
said that the entire student body
will consist between 200 to 225
students.” There are 34 to 36

married students and about 45
small children who are part of
the academic community. “We
have excellent students coming
from exceptional families.”

Speaking about the finances
Fr. Triantafillou said that the
School has always been “in the
black” the last 10 to 11 years.

Hellenic College this year has
a new dynamic, well-known and
learned Dean, Demetrios Katos,

a graduate of Holy Cross School
of Theology. In an interview with
TNH Dr. Katos said that “Hellenic
College first and foremost is the
Church’s higher educational min-
istry and so our calling is to help
students who come to Hellenic
College transform the profes-
sional occupation for which they
are training into a sacred voca-
tion. They come to study in the
areas of businesses, elementary

education, human development,
and we have students who come
to study ministry. We have some
classical traditional liberal arts
curricula as well.”

Dr. Katos’ vision is to increase
the number of students. “I’d like
to see the College with about
120 students” he said, and he
added that “as it stands right
now the College is financially vi-
able and it contributes to the

over all operation of the institu-
tion.” Hellenic College will have
100 students this academic year.
“The last few years we had about
80 students, so this year we saw
a remarkable jump” he said.

Asked why a Greek American
family should send its child to
Hellenic College Dr. Katos said
“Hellenic College offers to stu-
dents an education that is coher-
ent in a way that unfortunately
many undergraduate educations
today are not. Here at Hellenic
education, faith and service are
combined in a way that results
in truly transformative educa-
tional experience.”

Hellenic College has both full
time and part time faculty mem-
bers. Dr. Katos wants to make
Hellenic College better known
and more visible to the Greek
American Community and to the
world. He thinks that “we have
not done a good job in making
Hellenic College know. It is a
school to be proud of,” and he
added, “for students who are in-
terested in the programs that we
offer and in the life of the Church
this is a great place, it has to be
both.”

To the question of whether
Hellenic College can become the
most prominent Center for Greek
Studies in America, Dr. Katos
first hesitated because, as he ex-
plained, “we simply do not have
the resourses in personnel, tech-
nology, library collections etc.
that would be required to build
such a truly world-class center.”
He added that “what we can be-
come is a prominent center of

dissemination of Greek culture.
Even though we are a tiny Col-
lege we have the largest Greek
Language Program anywhere in
the country. We have the largest
Greek language immersion sum-
mer experience outside of
Greece. We have a full line of
Greek language courses from the
beginning through the advanced
level and beyond that to conver-
sational language. Then we offer
Greek in its full diachronic ex-
pression with New Testament
courses, ancient Greek, Liturgical
Greek, we also offer Theology
courses in Modern Greek, so in
this respect we are doing a
tremendous service to the Greek
Archdiocese and to the Greek-
American population. We also
have the Kallinikion Institute
during the summer which is an
intensive Greek Language Pro-
gram with six credits. Students
work in the classroom with fac-
ulty six or seven hours a day, five
days a week for four weeks in
the summer and it is an immer-
sion experience in Greek.”

Asked why, with all these
Greek programs and courses,
students of the school of Theol-
ogy do not take advantage of
them but rather graduate with
limited knowledge of the Greek
language, he said, “I can’t speak
for Holy Cross. We had a won-
derful meeting with the Synod
in May in which its members
were able to convey a lot of their
concern about seminarian prepa-
ration, and the effectiveness of
the Greek language program was
a topic of discussions. Our presi-
dent Fr. Triantafillou will be as-
sembling a task force this year
to discuss in great detail con-
cerns over the Greek language
program [and the need] to have
clear and specific goals and ob-
jectives, to explore the best
methods that we have to reach
those objectives and then to de-
velop valuated measures that
will allow us to determine how
we are doing.” 

He acknowledged that “some
students come out of the institu-
tions and they can’t speak a word
of Greek, and then we have other
students who come out fluent,”
implying they must determine
why there is such an uneven out-
come. Dr. Katos, a scholar of
Christianity in late antiquity,
speaks Greek fluently, a proud
child of the St. Demetrios of As-
toria Schooling system.

A New beginning for Hellenic College – Holy Cross as School Year Starts

Students and faculty (above) attend chapel service at the start of the new school year. Hellenic
College’s new Dean, Dr. Demetrios katos (below left) is excited about his new post and the future
of the school. Archdeacon P. Papadopoulos senses icon venerated by Archbishop Demetrios.

Saturday, September 24, 2011
FOR FESTIVAL HOURS CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE

BETWEEN 1:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Come and enjoy - Gyros, Souvlakia, Cheese Pies, Spinach Pies
Stuffed Grape leaves, Greek cheese, Greek coffee, Baklava,
Flea market, Amusement, raffle plus Greek music and Dancing.
Raffle Will be Drawn on Sunday, October 16
at a Brunch celebrating the 70th Anniversary
of our Parish to be given in the Church Hall 
following the Divine Liturgy.

Sponsored by the


